From the Pastor’s Desk:

Dear Friends:

Today we begin the season of Advent and with this we begin the
new liturgical year. On this day the church invites us to be ready
and prepared to receive the Lord. Advent means waiting and we
wait eagerly for someone we love, we care and we are ready to
invest our time on him. In the liturgical calendar, the season of
Advent means a joyful waiting, a waiting for someone with love.
Here we wait for Jesus and there is the eagerness within us to
receive him as we look forward to this great event of God becoming
man. During this season we anticipate and await the coming of our
Jesus. There are three aspects of Jesus’ coming into the world. We
look at the past as we anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus
in History that took place 2000 years ago. Secondly, we look to the
present as we prepare ourselves to receive him in our daily lives.
We accept him in the Word and in the sacrament of the Eucharist.
Finally we look into the future and await his coming at the end of
times in majesty and glory to judge the world. Therefore the focus
of Advent is by no means limited to just Christ’s first coming. An
equal, if not more important theme found in the Advent Liturgy is
the Second Coming of Christ when he comes again to judge and
reunite the world. This is a time of great anticipation as we wait for
someone special. We wait for Jesus as his coming contains promise,
love, preparation, alertness, reflectiveness, prayer, new beginnings
and fulfillment.

The Gospel of today tells us that there will be time for mission
before the end, but in this interim period will also involve intense
persecution and the fall of Jerusalem. Jesus relates these cosmic
signs that precede the Son of Man'’s return, to himself when he
comes on the clouds in the splendor. Jesus says that awareness of
these signs will allow one to know when these key moments of
divine history are near. Thus, they are to keep watch and must be
prepared. They are to live soberly and pray for strength to endure,
so as to be able to stand before the Son of Man. Therefore here in
the season of Advent let us live by faith, walk in hope and are
renewed in love so that when Jesus comes at the end time to be our
judge, we shall not merely know him, but come to him as a friend.
God Bless You!

Fr. Madanu Lourdu Raju

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORMATION ANNOUNCEMENTS
CCD: Catholic Christian Discipleship

The season of Advent brings with it a beautiful reminder of how we
might find hope in the darkness, in times of confusion. It is so
helpful to turn to Mary during this season, knowing that she too
was at times afraid and confused, but that she willingly continued
to walk the path ahead of her, however unknown, knowing that she,
together with Joseph, persevered, even in the darkest moments.

Henri Nouwen writes: “The art of living is to enjoy what we can see
and not complain about what remains in the dark. When we are
able to take the next step with the trust that we will have enough
light for the step that follows, we can walk through life with joy and
be surprise at how far we go.” Let us pray for light to see the path to
the manger this Advent.

+ Classes are held December 5, 12, and 19. The Christmas Program
is December 16™.

+ Thank you to all who brought refreshments for Family
Sunday today.

Blessings ~ Sr. Marianna

OUR WEEKLY GIVING
Ss. Peter & Paul
Adult Envelopes $ 1,270.00 |
Loose 42.00 |
Total 1,312.00 |
Total from November 26, 2017 1,072.00 |
Building Fund 170.00 |
Christmas Flowers 270.00 I
St. Stanislaus
Adult Envelopes $ 385.00
Loose 196.00
Total 581.00
Total from November 26, 2017 577.00
Building Fund 10.00
Christmas Flowers 165.00
St. John
Adult Envelopes $ 677.00 |
Loose 12115 |
Total 798.15 |
Total from November 26, 2017 1,090.00 |
Christmas Flowers 20.00 I
St. Michael

Adult Envelopes $ 260.00
Loose 67.00
Total 327.00
Total from November 26, 2017 252.00
Christmas Flowers 65.00

(Totals include only the basic collection)

Called to Become Saints
Catholic Services Appeal 2018-2019

Our annual Catholic Services Appeal has begun throughout

the Diocese. The “fair share” responsibility for the coming

year is listed below. As of November 1%, we have collected:
2018/2019 Catholic Services Appeal

Assessment Received Amount Due
Ss. Peter & Paul $11,393.00 $4,930.00 $6,463.00
St. John $ 9,158.00 $3,280.00 $5,878.00

St. Stanislaus $ 5,234.00 $2,595.00 $2,639.00
St. Michael $ 2,789.00 $1,245.00 $1,544.00
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