From the Pastor’s Desk:

Dear Friends:

The common theme of today’s readings is transformation. The
readings invite us to work with the Holy Spirit to transform our lives
by renewing them during Lent so that they radiate the glory and grace
of the transfigured Lord to all around us by our Spirit-filled lives. In
the transfiguration account in today’s Gospel, Jesus is revealed as a
glorious figure, superior to Moses and Elijah. The primary purpose of
Jesus’ Transfiguration was to allow Him to consult his Heavenly
Fatherin order to ascertain His plan for His Son’s suffering, death and
Resurrection. The secondary aim was to make his chosen disciples
aware of his Divine glory, so that they might discard their worldly
ambitions and dreams of a conquering political Messiah and might be
strengthened in their time of trial. On the mountain, Jesus is identified
by the Heavenly Voice as the Son of God. Thus, the Transfiguration
experience is a Christophany, that is, a manifestation or revelation of
Who Jesusreallyis. DescribingJesus’ Transfiguration, the Gospel gives
us a glimpse of the Heavenly glory awaiting those who do God’s will
by putting their trusting Faith in Him.

The “transfiguration” in the Holy Mass is the source of our strength:
In each Holy Mass, the bread and wine we offer on the altar become
“transfigured” or transformed into the living Body and Blood of the
crucified, risen, and glorified Jesus. Just as Jesus' Transfiguration was
meant to strengthen the apostles in their time of trial, each holy Mass
should be our source of Heavenly strength against temptations, and
for our Lenten renewal.

Each time we receive one of the Sacraments, we are transformed: For
example, Baptism transforms us into sons and daughters of God and
heirs of heaven. Confirmation makes us temples of the Holy Spiritand
warriors of God. By the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God brings back
the sinner to the path of holiness.

The Transfiguration of Jesus offers us a message of encouragement
and hope: In moments of doubt and during our dark moments of
despair and hopelessness, the thought of our own transfiguration in
Heaven will help us to reach out to God and to listen to His consoling
words: "This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased -- listen to
Him!” and so share the glory of His transfiguration.

God Bless You!

Fr. Madanu Lourdu Raju

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORMATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

CCD: Catholic Christian Discipleship

Tuesday, March 19" is the feast of St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus and
husband of Mary. Joseph trusted God no matter what. Joseph lovingly raised
Jesus as his own child. When God told Joseph to take Mary and baby Jesus to
Egypt, Joseph musthave been worried butJoseph did as God asked. When we
have a concern, a worry, or problem, we can “go to Joseph” to assist us to
trustin God that “all will be well” when we obey God and his inspirations to
us for the good of others. We are trusting, as Joseph did, that God will give
success to the concert presented by Aly Aleigha and her band. What will make
itasuccess? Your presence and the desire to live by the message we hear that
evening in song and word. We ask your prayers for its success.

Classes: Wednesday - March 20"
Grades K- 5: 3:40 - 5:00 p.m.
Grades 6 -11: Attend the concert by Aly Aleigha

+ This Wednesday, March 20™ from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Aly Aleigha,
Christian singer/songwriter will present a concert with her band to our
young people at Ss. Peter & Paul Church. All young people are to attend and
bring a friend. All parents, parishioners, and the community are invited.

+ Sunday, March 24", the young people of our cluster will serve a Pancake
Breakfast as a fundraiser from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Donations of syrup, apple
sauce, flour, eggs, etc. are appreciated and may be brought to the kitchen by
Wednesday, March 20™. Thank you!

Blessings ~ Sr. Marianna

OUR WEEKLY GIVING
Ss. Peter & Paul |
Adult Envelopes $ 288.00
Loose 25.00
Total 313.00
Total from March 11, 2018 738.50
Building Fund 240.00
Black & Indian Mission 40.00
St. Stanislaus
Adult Envelopes 195.00
Loose 53.00
Total 248.00
Total from March 11,2018 548.00
Building Fund 10.00
Black & Indian Mission 80.00
St. John
Adult Envelopes $ 427.00
Loose 46.25
Total 473.25
Total from March 11, 2018 866.00
Building Fund 15.00
Black & Indian Mission 30.00
St. Michael
Adult Envelopes 135.00
Loose 63.00
Total 198.00
Total from March 11,2018 337.00
Building Fund 5.00
( Totals include onlz the basic collection ) I

Called to Become Saints
Catholic Services Appeal 2018-2019

The Annual Catholic Services Appeal in underway throughout the
Diocese. The “fair share” responsibility is listed below. As of
March 1%, we have collected:

Payments
Assessment & Pledges Amount Due
Ss. Peter & Paul $11,393.00 $6,690.00 $4,703.00
St.John $ 9,158.00 $5,360.00 $3,798.00
St. Stanislaus ~ $ 5,234.00 $5,234.00 PAID IN FULL
St. Michael $ 2,789.00 $2,789.00 PAID IN FULL

On the weekend of March 30 & 31, the World
Concern Collection will be held in the Diocese of
Superior. Your generosity will provide critical support
and relief services wherever it is needed around the
world. The five initiatives include Latin America, Africa,
Eastern Europe, Peter’s Pence and Catholic Relief
Services. Thank you for your support!

OUR SPONSOR THIS WEEK

Romig's
Hardware Hank
~  Plumbing-Heating-Hardware
109 Main St Gilman, W1 54433

Phone (715) 447-8285
Fax (715) 447-8614
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