From the Pastors Desk:
Dear Friends:

We do not have to be victims in the battle against evil. We can
be victors. We can join Jesus in fighting off the devil. Too many
people in the world are convinced that they are victims of
immorality. “The devil lives here,” they cry from the gutters of
our society. They claim that they are powerless. They say that
they cannot fight off evil. They are wrong. It is the same for us.
Too many times we convince ourselves that we are victims of
immorality. We are tempted and we give in; then we say “the
devil made me do it.” This is not true. None of us have lost our
free will. None of us have lost our humanity. Yes, we are often
tempted. Those temptations promise us a great deal of pleasure.
But we are not too weak. We can conquer the temptations. We
can conquer temptations because we fight evil with Christ.

“But this is the way I am,” the weak of the world, the weak
among us and the weakness within us claims. One person says,
“I have a fiery temper. When people push my buttons, they get
the full experience. I can’t help myself.” Yes he can. We can all
be the best version of ourselves. Another person claims, “I work
hard and need my break. I get rid of stress in ways the church
says are immoral,” as though the church created the natural law.
That person claims there is nothing he or she can do about that.
Yes there is. We can all find healthy ways of relieving stress,
ways that don’t involve misusing alcohol, drugs or far worse,
other people.

This is not easy. Of course it is not easy. We are engaged in a
war against evil, not a minor skirmish. We have to have courage.
We have to fight. And if we are knocked down, we have to get
up and fight again.

God bless you!
Fr. Madanu Lourdu Raju

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORMATION:

Lent brings to mind the quotation from Luke 9:23

""He must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me."
Lent, being forty days long, does mean that each day we need to renew
our efforts to take up our cross, to be faithful to prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. In the Word Among Us booklet found in the entrances to
the churches, it is suggested that you "make a plan" and write it down
for yourself and for your family. When are you going to set aside time
to pray? How are you going to fast? and give alms? Will the Rice Bowl
be part of your plan? Will meal prayers be part of your plan? Will every
Sunday Mass and Stations be part of your plan this Lent? We may fail
but we get up each morning with a renewed heart to listen to God as we
live each day.

Classes: Wednesday, March 8th

Gilman: Grades K - 6: 3:30 - 5:00 p.m
Grades 7 - 10: 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.

Sheldon: Grades K - 10: 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.

+Children are encouraged to pray the Rosary this Lent. More
information to follow - see you in class! Have a Joyful, Peaceful Lent!

Sister Marianna and Catechists

OUR WEEKLY GIVING
Ss. Peter & Paul
Adult Envelopes $ 1,284.00
Loose 117.00
Total 1,401.00
Total from March 6, 2016 1,349.91
Building Fund 4 0.00
St. Stanislaus
Adult Envelopes $ 440.00
Loose 155.00
Total 595.00
Total from March 6, 2016 485.80
Building Fund 30.00
Energy 50.00
St. John
Adult Envelopes $ 916.04
Loose 99.00
Total 1,015.04
Total from March 6, 2016 929.00
Easter Flowers 25.00
Building Fund 1 00.00
St. Michael
Adult Envelopes $ 220.00
Loose 7 8.00
Total 2 98.00
Total from March 6, 2016 183.00

(Totals include only the basic collection)

2016/2017 Catholic Services Appeal

Assessment Amount Paid Amount Due

Ss Peter & Paul - $11,078.00 7,990.00 $3,088.00
St. John - $8,374.00 5,820.00 $2,554.00
St. Stanislaus -  $5,461.00 4,340.00 $1,121.00
St. Michael - $2,323.00 2,323.00 Paid in Full
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Contribution statements and envelopes will be

available in the church office until April 15,
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Koinonia, a community retreat experience, will be held March 24-
26, 2017 at St. Joseph Parish, Hayward, WI. The retreat begins
4:30 p.m. on Friday and ends 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. Koinonia is
for all adults, 20 and up. Come and be renewed! Applications
available from the parish office or Veronica Willand

(715) 462-9259.

OUR SPONSOR THIS WEEK

BROADWAY THEATRE

Hwy 64 west side of Medford
For movies & Showtimes visit
medfordmovies.com or call 715.748.5556
CLIP THIS COUPON - Purchase any size popcorn

and get matching soda for $1
Expires 01/31/2018




